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Hotel adjacent to Alumni Center to begin construction
Hyatt Place hotel adjacent to
the Augenstein Alumni Center
during a groundbreaking ceremony.
Construction on the hotel
will begin this fall and is slated
to open in fall 2014.
Artusio said the project
consisted of cooperation,
dedication and determination
from the community in order
to become a reality.
“It’s been a vision and hope
for many people for quite

BY TREY CRUMBIE
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

Visitors to Bowling Green
will have a new place to stay
next year — one that is much
closer to campus.
On Tuesday, among a large
crowd of people from the WKU
Administration and Bowling Green political officials,
Douglas Artusio, Chairman
and CEO of Dellisart LLC, announced the construction of a

some time,” Artusio said.
The hotel will contain 108
rooms and will be four stories
tall. It will also contain an indoor pool and a fitness room,
according to blueprints.
The hotel will be owned
by Dellisart Wellspring LLC,
a partnership comprised of
Wellspring Investment LLC
and Dellisart LLC.
Both companies are involved in hotel management
and own and manage the Stay-

bridge Suites in Bowling Green
next to the Carroll Knicely
Conference Center on South
Campus.
Dellisart Wellspring LLC
has executed a letter of commitment from US Bank and is
scheduled for a loan closing in
the upcoming weeks.
Artusio said the reason why
the Hyatt Place brand was chosen was because it would “do
justice” to the Bowling Green
community.

A ROBBERY GONE WRONG

“Bowling Green is not your
average city,” Artusio said. “It
performs so well. The people
are genuinely nice. It has good,
simple attitudes.”
Meridian Design Build, a
construction company based
in Chicago, was awarded the
construction contract for the
hotel.
The hotel is a part of the Tax
Increment Financing District,
an area used to develop and
SEE HOTEL PAGE A2

Alumni
center new
home for
campus tours
BY KATHERINE SPROLES
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

Bradenton, Fla. freshman Dominique Wortham's attorney Alan Simpson, left, talks to his client during a preliminary hearing at
the Warren County Justice Center on Wednesday. Wortham, along with Adriana Mason, 19, of Paducah, has been charged with
the alleged murder of WKU freshman Larry Thomas. JEFF BROWN/HERALD

Suspects' planned theft of $1,000 ended in death
BY CAMERON KOCH
& MICHAEL MCKAY
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

Bradenton, Fla., freshman Dominique Wortham and Paducah resident
Adriana Mason’s plot to steal $1,000
from Larry Thomas the night he was
killed escalated from armed robbery to
murder, investigators said at a preliminary hearing Wednesday morning for
Wortham and Mason.
“It started as a shooting investigation and quickly became a murder
investigation,” Bowling Green Police
Department detective Matt Davis said
to presiding Judge Sam Potter during
the hearing. Family members for both
Wortham and Mason were in attendance.

Davis met an injured Thomas, his
large intestines exposed, right before
Thomas was airlifted to Vanderbilt
Medical Center for emergency care
where he later died.
Just before being put into the helicopter, Thomas told Davis that an “older black male” had shot him.
Davis later investigated the crime
scene. He found no sign of forced entry.
Davis said blood spatter was found on
the bed spread and pillows of Thomas’s
bed, as well as a small amount of blood
on the wall.
After talking with neighbors at the
Greenhaven Apartments, Davis learned
Thomas’s cell phone had been stolen
and that a neighbor who looked after a
bleeding Thomas called 911.
Alyssa Rite and her boyfriend, both
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neighbors of Thomas, told the Herald
last week that a neighbor who lived next
door tried to keep him conscious until
the police arrived.
“He was already really gray though,”
Rite said of Thomas by the time the police arrived.
Phone records pulled by police revealed Mason had contacted Thomas
12 times on Sept. 2. Mason was at first
uncooperative when police attempted
to interview her.
After Davis, assisted by the Paducah
Police Department, arrived at Mason’s
home with the physical phone records,
Mason confessed in front of her family
and gave the detective her testimony.
Mason said in her testimony to Davis
that Wortham and Thomas had prior
SEE TRIAL PAGE A2
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Despite the “Welcome Center”
sign still posted in front of the Kentucky Museum’s doors, the Augenstein Alumni Center has taken the
museum’s place as the location
where potential Hilltoppers will
start their tour of WKU.
Hao Yuan, coordinator of campus visits, said the move was initiated by President Gary Ransdell after
the alumni center was completed
in April.
Yuan said the $8 million alumni
center is a better facility that “enhances the WKU spirit.”
There will no longer be a tour
stop at the Kentucky Museum, Yuan
said. Instead, it will be pointed out
like the other buildings on campus.
“There’s never any reason to go
back,” Yuan said.
Potential students can experience WKU history, museum exhibits, information about academic
programs and a view of the Wall of
Distinguished Alumni at the alumni center, Yuan said.
Ransdell said the building was
made as a showcase for WKU tradition.
“We want a student’s first impression to be made in a place
where that history and those traditions are on display,” Ransdell said.
“To marry a prospective student
with a concept of an alumni center
is a marvelous synergy.”
Even Timothy Mullin, head of
the Library Special Collections in
the Kentucky Museum, said the
alumni center was built with the
intention of making it the new welcome center.
While Mullin said that while he
loves the museum, the alumni center is impressive.
“I think it’s a good thing for
them,” Mullin said. “What a
better space for future WKU

SEE TOURS PAGE A2
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CONTINUED FROM FRONT
drug dealings. Wortham had
given Thomas $1,000 worth
of marijuana to be paid back
to Wortham after it was sold.
Wortham had not received
payment for the drugs, Mason
told Davis.
Together, Wortham and
Mason plotted a robbery to
steal Thomas’s money. Mason spent part of the day with
Thomas, all the while texting
Wortham.
“During the entire time
she is with Mr. Thomas, she is
texting Mr. Wortham ... telling
him when it is clear to come in
on Mr. Thomas,” Davis said.
Mason told Davis the plan
was for Mason to convince
Thomas to take a shower, telling him that she would join
him. With Thomas in the
shower, Mason unlocked the
door to the apartment to let
Wortham in.
Wortham couldn’t find the
money in time.
Thomas came out of the
shower first and sat nude on
his bed.

TOURS

Adriana Mason,
19, is escorted
by police to
her seat at the
preliminary
hearing. Mason
and Bradenton,
Fla. freshman
Dominique
Wortham, 21,
appeared in
court at the
Warren County
Justice Center
on Wednesday.
JEFF BROWN/
HERALD

Mason said Wortham then
entered the room and first
pointed the gun at her before
pointing it at Thomas. A fight
between the two men quickly
broke out.
“She described it as a very
physical altercation,” Davis
said. “...During the course of
this fight, Ms. Mason said she
was so close to the subjects she
could see their fingers over the
trigger going back and forth.”

HOTEL

CONTINUED FROM FRONT

CONTINUED FROM FRONT

students to see on their visit.”
Rick Dubose, assistant
vice president and executive
director of Alumni Relations,
agreed that the move was
necessary.
He said the Kentucky Museum was a great location until
this year.
“There’s a lot more space
for exhibits (in the alumni
center),” Dubose said. “There’s
a Hall of Inspiration and the
Hall of Distinguished Alumni
where potential students will
start their tour. It gives them a
better feel of what it means to
be a Hilltopper.”
Dubose said future WKU
students can expect to see a lot
of WKU tradition at the alumni
center.
“Wherever you look, there’s
a piece of WKU,” Dubose said.

revitalize downtown Bowling Green.
President Gary Ransdell
said the hotel is the cornerstone of the TIF district.
“This is what begins to
marry Western Kentucky
University, our physical
campus, with downtown
Bowling Green,” Ransdell
said. “This project is going to be the bridge which
begins to bring these two
very important variables in
our community together.”
Doug Gorman, Chairman of the Warren County
Downtown Economic Development Authority, said
the reason to build a hotel,
as opposed to other attractions, was because it would
entice more people to stay
in the downtown area.

After a struggle, and with
Mason outside of the apartment, the fight ended with a
single gunshot, followed by an
“Ah!” from Thomas, Davis said.
Davis said the gunshot entered Thomas’s stomach at a
downward angle.
Alan Simpson, Wortham’s
attorney, asked Davis if the
investigators knew who ultimately pulled the trigger. Davis said it is unknown at this

“We want to make
downtown a place where
people can live, work and
play,” Gorman said. “And
the thing that’s been missing in the downtown has
been a hotel.”
Ransdell said WKU
doesn’t have a financial
stake in the project, but
a major financial implication. Ransdell said the
hotel will generate TIF revenue for WKU which will
aid in payment for activities WKU does within the
TIF district.
“This is the bridge, the
connector, between the
campus and downtown
that is the game changer
for both our community
and our campus,” Ransdell
said.
Following
the
announcement, a groundbreaking ceremony and a
reception took place.

time who fired the weapon.
Mason then told the detective that Wortham then turned
the gun on her, threatening
her and telling her if she spoke
about the incident he would
come after her.
“Ms. Mason told us that she
did not have any choice, that
she was forced to do this,” Davis said of her involvement.
Thomas went outside of his
apartment and said, “I’ve been
shot,” causing neighbors to
run out toward him, Rite said
last week.
Wortham and Mason left
the apartment with $400, a
platinum-gold watch and gold
teeth.
The two checked into a local motel when Mason later
told detectives in a separate
one-on-one interview she
had sex with Wortham, who
pawned the teeth at a gold
store in Bowling Green for $50
but kept the watch.
Later, cooperating with police, Mason made a phone call
to Wortham while police listened in.
Wortham confirmed in his
phone call to Mason that he was
in Bowling Green in his Barnes-

Crime
Reports
• Burlington freshman Eric Zimmer and Louisville freshman
Alex Holder reported cash and an
iPhone 4 stolen from their room
in Hugh Poland Hall, Room 712 ,
on Sept. 17.
• Riyadh, Saudi Arabia freshman Bander Olayan Altubaikhi
reported his Saudi Arabian ID
stolen from the Mass Media and
Technology Hall computer lab on
Sept. 17.
• Crestwood junior Payton Wardlow reported his wallet with content and an iPhone stolen from
the Preston Health and Activities
Center men’s locker room on
Sept. 16. Ashland City, Tenn.,
sophomore Aron Russell also had
his wallet stolen from the same
location. The estimated value of
the items stolen is $350.

Campbell Hall room. BGPD,
with the assistance of the WKU
Police Department, arrested
Wortham, who was wearing the
stolen platinum gold watch at
the time of the arrest.
Wortham, whose lawyer
said he originally came to
WKU with hopes of walking onto the WKU football
team, then confessed to police about his role in Thomas’
death.
After the hearing, Dwight
Burton, Mason’s attorney,
said Mason’s current murder
charge is unfortunate and that
she is charged with murder
because during the course of a
felony, if a murder occurs, everyone involved is held liable
for the act.
“My client didn’t really have
anything to do with the shooting,” Burton said.
Simpson said after the hearing that it was obvious that this
was never intended to be a homicide.
“It’s a very unfortunate
series of circumstances that
escalated in a matter of seconds,” Simpson said.
The two will go before a
grand jury at a later date.

Corrections

• Due to a Herald error, the final score of Saturday’s football
game was reported as WKU 31
vs. Alabama 24 on a graphic
on the front page of the sports
section. South Alabama won
31-24.
• Due to a Herald error, WKU’s
record was reported as 2-1 in
the “Don’t bury WKU after one
game” column. WKU’s record
is 1-2.
• Due to a Herald error, a
graphic on Tuesday’s sports
front said Brandon Doughty
threw two interceptions in Saturday’s game. Doughty threw
three interceptions.
The College Heights Herald
corrects all confirmed errors
that are brought to reporters'
or editors' attention. Please
call 745-6011 or 745-5044 to
report a correction , or e-mail
us at editor@wkuherald.com
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Syrian civil war hits home for students
BY TYLER PROCHAZKA
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM
Two years in the Syrian civil
war has disrupted the lives of
millions. Its destructive reach
has been so vast that it has
even touched the lives of a
handful of WKU students who
have studied, or even lived,
near the conflict.
Hodgenville senior Haley
Edwards participated in a
Study Abroad program in Irbid, Jordan at Yarmouk University. She was studying the
Arabic language and culture
for four months during the
spring semester.
Irbid is 15 minutes from the
border of Syria, and Edwards
said many of her instructors
who were from Syria had family members who had left the
country. However, some still
remained.
“There were always times
when they were wondering
about their families,” Edwards
said.
Even as the conflict in Syria
continued to escalate during
her stay in Jordan, Edwards
said she did not feel threatened.
“It didn’t seem like that at
that point it would spill over
into Jordan,” she said.

Formerly living in the region, junior Abbas Alnakhli
has a unique perspective on
the conflict in Syria.
Alnakhli is a Saudi Arabian
international student studying at WKU. Alnakhli said he
has relatives in Syria who have
lived there for more than 10
years and has visited the country several times a year up until
2010.
“I always (went) there before the revolution happened,”
Alnakhli said.
Alnakhli’s relatives in Syria
do not support either side, he
said. They live in Damascus,
which is still under the control
of Syria’s President, Bashar AlAssad and are able to attend
school and continue to go to
work.
Saudi Arabia, Alnakhli’s
home country, has been supporting the Sunni rebellion
within Syria with military and
financial aid. However, Alnakhli said he does not support this aid to the rebel forces,
since many of them are aligned
with terrorist groups.
“These are the same people
who are very hateful to other
religions,” he said.
Originally, the protesters
in Syria were from inside the
country, but now most of them

are outside groups who are
exploiting the revolution, Alnakhli said.
“The religious people took
advantage of the revolution,”
he said.
Despite Assad’s alleged
use of chemical weapons,
Edwards isn’t convinced her
home country, the United
States, should intervene militarily. She used the example
of false claims of weapons of
mass destruction that led to
the Iraq war.
“As a naturally skeptical
person — we’ve been fooled
before,” Edwards said.
Like Edwards, Gatton Academy junior Saralinda Schell
was living right by the Syrian
border for her Study Abroad
program.
The difference: Schell was
only 15 years old during most
of her stay.
Schell traveled to Gaziantep, Turkey, which is only 40
miles from the Syrian border,
as part of the Kennedy-Lugar
Youth Exchange & Study
Abroad program through the
U.S. Department of State. The
program was nearly a year
long, meaning Schell was there
for many waves of the Syrian
conflict.
During her stay, Schell said

she never felt unsafe, but at
the same time, Gaziantep had
the potential to have spillover
from the Syrian war.
“In the unlikely event that
if something came over from
Syria, Gaziantep would be
hardest hit, as it is the largest
population center close to the
area,” Schell said.
Like Schell, her parents
were not worried about her
safety since she was under the
watch of the U.S. Department
of State. The rest of her family, however, was more uneasy
with the idea of her living so
close to a civil war.
“I just got a lot of wishes and
prayers for my safety,” Schell
said.
While taking buses and traveling through the city, Schell
said she saw Syrian refugees
who likely illegally crossed the
border. Beyond the illegal Syrians, Gaziantep was home to
three Syrian refugee camps.
Even though the Syrian refugees put a strain on the Turkish economy, the Turks were
still welcoming to them, Schell
said.
“The Turks themselves are
very hospitable people, and
they definitely wanted to help
these people,” Schell said.
While Schell said she would

prefer that the U.S. not intervene in Syria, she said if no one
else does, it may be the least
unfavorable option.
“There are not a lot of good
options, but doing nothing, I
think more people are going to
die,” she said.
At Edwards’ program, one
of the directors, Manal, was
particularly impacted by the
situation in Syria. Manal, who
asked not to be fully identified
for safety reasons, grew up in
Damascus prior to the uprising in 2011.
Edwards said Manal felt
“more oppressed” being a
woman in Jordan than she
did when she lived in Damascus, which Manal called more
“progressive.”
“And now with the crisis,
she is not safe to be there,” Edwards said.
Edwards said throughout
the program, Manal told her
and other students stories
about growing up in Syria.
As the war dragged on
throughout her stay, many of
the stories Manal told her were
deeply emotional, she said.
“What really affected me was
her passion — her love for her
country and what it had been
and the real deep sorrow at
what it had become,” she said.

Note from Lincoln added to Ky. Museum exhibit
BY JACOB PARKER
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM
Two new items have been
added to the ongoing Instruments of American Excellence
exhibit at the Kentucky Museum, including an item from
former President Abraham
Lincoln.
A handwritten note from
Lincoln and other effects,
along with a Man o’ War race
horse saddle from the 1920s,
joined the exhibit over the

summer.
The exhibit highlights
items from famous people in
history.
The note written by Lincoln
is to a soldier in the Civil War,
pardoning him from the war
as a result of the Proclamation
of Amnesty and Reconstruction in 1863.
Timothy Mullin, head of
the Department of Library
Special Collections, said this
was one way Lincoln wanted
to end the war.

“Any southern soldier who
took allegiance to the union,
they were free from war,” Mullin said. “We have a number of
signatures by Lincoln. But this
is a note written by hand.”
After Lincoln’s assassination, many people printed his
likeness on silk ribbons, called
mourning ribbons.
“Many people would print
these at home, and then wear
them in respect to Lincoln,”
Mullin said.
One of these ribbons ac-

companies the hand-written
note in a case that details the
history of Lincoln and the
items. An anonymous donor
contributed the items.
The other new addition to
the museum is a Man o’ War
saddle from the 1920s.
“It’s so tiny,” Mullin said. “It
looks like a toy.”
By the end of 1920, the race
horse Man o’ War had 16 major
wins, and two awards. He was
inducted into the U.S. Racing
Hall of Fame in 1957 and was

ranked number one racehorse
of the 20th century in the 1999
Blood-Horse magazine.
Accompanying the saddle
are numerous pictures of the
horse and his owner, Samuel
D. Riddle, as well as a Man o’
War trophy that was presented
to a descendant of the famous
racing horse in the Saratoga
Race Course.
The items were loaned to
the Kentucky Museum by
a Man o’ War collector, Ken
Grayson.

Another university apartment building under construction
BY JACKSON FRENCH
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM
Due to high demand, another university apartment
building is under construction.
A new building is going up
right across the street from the
university apartments on Kentucky Street.
Brian Kuster, director of
Housing and Residence Life,
said apartment-style living on
campus is heavily sought after.
“Last year, when we did the
renewal for the apartments
across the street in the garage
wrap, we had over 200 people
on the waiting list who wanted
to live there,” he said.
Howard Bailey, vice president for Student Affairs, said
the apartments are intended

mainly for graduate and nonKuster said the new aparttraditional students.
ments will give more gradu“It’s being built because ate students, nontraditional
it’s a type of campus housing students and students with
that we’ve had a great need families the chance to live in
for in our housing portfolio apartments.
for many, many years,”
“We may have some
Bailey said.
international students
“The original focus
who may live there, and
for campus housing
we may have some stuwas toward the tradidents that are juniors
tional student, being 18
and seniors that may
to 22, single,” he said.
live there,” Kuster said.
As our campus has
“But the reason they
continued to diversify
were built was more for
the student body, you’ll Brian Kuster graduate students and
find a greater number HRL director nontraditional students
of graduate students,
and students with famimarried students and
lies.”
upper class students who don’t
Kuster said the Student Life
have transportation that al- Foundation has hired Bowllows them to live in off-cam- ing Green construction firm,
pus housing.”
SE Engineering, to build the

apartments, which are scheduled to be open for students in
August 2014.
He said the Student Life
Foundation owns both apartment buildings and has provided the funding for the
building currently under construction, which is projected
to cost roughly $19 million.
“There’s no state money
and no university money,”
Kuster said, adding that $10
million is coming from student
housing fees.
The remaining $9.5 million, he said, is being borrowed
from Chase Bank.
Kuster said the new building
will be four stories tall and have
127 units, which will include 95
two-bedroom apartments and
32 one-bedroom spaces.

He also said each apartment will have a living room, a
full kitchen and a washer and
dryer.
Kuster said the building will
also have several multipurpose rooms, though it has not
yet been decided what will be
put in them.
“We want to have a big multipurpose area that people can
use for different events,” Kuster
said. “We’re looking at a small
fitness center, a theater room
and then like a study room.”
He said HRL is going to survey students to see what sort of
features there is a demand for.
“We’re not just going to
build something that we’d
think they’d like but want to
see what students would really
like,” Kuster said.
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LINDS LETS LOOSE

Why there should be no such thing as
what their rapist said to them during
the time of forced intercourse.
The very first picture features a girl
The song “Blurred Lines” is old holding a sign that says “I know you
news. It peaked when Miley Cyrus want it,” which, incidentally, is a lyric
took the stage with Robin Thicke a that Thicke repeats in “Blurred Lines.”
few weeks ago, and ever since then,
In the song, Thicke also refers to the
it’s finally begun to disappear from the unnamed woman he’s pursuing as a
radio and the mouths of the general “good girl,” which implies that the only
public.
way for her to be a good girl is to
But there’s a group of
let him have it because she “can’t
people out there that hasn’t
let it get past him.”
forgotten and is still talking
Sure, the song itself may be
about the rape culture lyrcatchy. Before I sat down and truics of the song: rape victims,
ly read the song lyrics, I thought
who are part of this rape culit was catchy and was reministure.
cent of early Michael Jackson,
Rape culture, according
“whoos!” and all.
to Marshall University, is an
But the minute I read the lyrKriz
“environment in which rape Columnist ics and saw the backlash that it
is prevalent and in which
was receiving from Tumblr users
sexual violence against women is nor- who had been raped, I knew there was
malized and excused in the media and something deeply wrong with an artist
pop culture.”
who decides to make money because
Recently a friend of mine on Face- “What a pleasure it is to degrade wombook posted a link to her wall called en” (Thicke’s own words in an inter“From the Mouths of Rapists: The Lyr- view with GQ in May).
ics of Robin Thicke’s Blurred Lines.”
This is 2013 and we are living in
The article features both men (who a society that still excuses rape with
can be rape victims too) and women, victim-blaming and romanticism of
either openly showing their faces or sexual assault. Thicke talks about hatanonymous, holding signs that say ing the blurred lines between him and
BY LINDSAY KRIZ
OPINION@WKUHERALD.COM

the girl he’s with, because even if she
ended up rejecting him he knows “she
wants it.”
The message Thicke’s song sends is
that consent is a blurred line, and that
if someone flirts with you it’s okay to
assume they want sex, whether they
eventually say no or not. And the answer is that there should be no blurred
lines with consent, and that the only
line of consent is a defined one: no
means no.
Am I in any way saying that you
should stop listening to the song if you
enjoy it? No. As much as I would like
that, you are entitled to listen to whatever you, wish to listen to.
But if you choose to listen to
“Blurred Lines,” you should know that
what you’re listening to is problematic, and maybe you’ll understand why
I believe the lyrics of the song itself
should be more shocking than Miley
Cyrus dancing provocatively onstage
with Robin Thicke while both sing
these problematic lyrics.
Robin Thicke may hate those
blurred lines, but I’m sure rape victims
out there who have heard the song’s
lyrics and are reminded of the trauma they once experienced hate those
blurred lines even more.

Tops &
Bottoms
Tops to Parent and
Family Weekend.

Bottoms to having
to hide beer
bottles under the
bed.

Tops to a hotel
opening right by
campus.

Bottoms to another semester of ugly
construction.

COMMON GROUND

Confessing our racism at WKU
But in Alabama, people are still
picking their friend groups based on
garbage that’s so mind-numbingly
This country has experienced irrelevant that I can hardly stand to
more racism in the last week than think about it.
I can recall in my last three years at
Others across this nation are
WKU.
complaining that someone white
Last Thursday, the student news- didn’t win Miss America this year.
paper at the University of Alabama
If you’re anything like me, you’re
reported that many of its sororities probably horrified by all this contindenied bids to black women during its ued racism and injustice.
fall recruitment, based solely on their
When I sat down to write this colrace.
umn, I was with you — all too
On Sunday, the Unitready to rip into this group of
ed States crowned its first
people in our nation that obviever Indian-American Miss
ously do not understand the
America.
concept of basic human rights,
But instead of celebrating
equality or freedom.
this milestone, I sat horrified
You’re probably glad you don’t
by my Twitter feed as it ran
know anyone like those people
ablaze with users tweeting
tweeting those nasty things or
accusations of crowning a
denying bids to a fraternity or soBratcher
terrorist or gas station at- Opinion Editor rority based on the color of sometendant.
one’s skin.
But the most disturbing tweets I
But I think you do.
read— some of the ugliest utterancWe all do.
es of nonsensical bigotry I’ve ever
How many of the Twitter accounts
witnessed — came from all the us- that we follow at WKU make racist
ers crying out that it was offensive to jokes? Many of these parody and congive her the crown so close to Sept. fession accounts are masked as a “sa11.
tirical stew” but are often worse than
I wish I were kidding.
anything tweeted during the Miss
I came out of high school under the America pageant.
impression that we left racism in the
On Sept. 13, @WKUHouseMom
1960s.
tweeted “Apparently Sigma Nu has
It’s been a half-century since Martin a black new boy? I can’t fry that
Luther King, Jr. told us he had a dream. much chicken in one night. #LordBY NICK BRATCHER
OPINION@WKUHERALD.COM

HelpMe.”
On June 12, one of WKU’s most
popular fake Twitter accounts, @PimpRansdell, tweeted that black people
like Popeyes and white people like
Panda Express.
If a person you actually knew
tweeted those things, would they still
be funny? Yes, I realize that the playedout stereotypes aren’t even that funny
now, but stick with me.
I must confess that I used to spend
hours scrolling through my feed,
laughing at “harmless” comments like
this.
But what WKU parody and confession accounts really do is breed division among people by pointing out
their differences and spreading false
stereotypes — sometimes based on
race and other times based on something just as meaningless, like whether
you’re Greek or not.
They mean nothing without
followers, but they mean everything as long as we listen to their
lies.
We all need to take a hard look in
the mirror and click the unfollow button, or else risk casting the first stone
at ourselves.
The writers of these slurs are anonymous, but the people they’re talking
about are not.
This is not a joke.
It’s real life, and we’re the reason
they exist.

TWEETS
FROM
THE HILL
@manfalynne I believe most
#WKU students are riding the
struggle bus this semester..
#procrastinators
— Sent 2:01 AM/18 Sept. 13
@Cadamski24: The video of
the drunk guy at subway at
WKU just made the worlds
dumbest brawlers on tv #represent #tops #WKU
— Sent 10:40 PM/17 Sept. 13
@SirBryson: Nothing like Karaoke going on in the middle of
the day at centennial. #wku
— Sent 3:38 PM/17 Sept. 13
@snix_lopez It’s funny how
even as an alumni I am jacked
up to hear homecoming pairings. #WKU #alumniprobz
— Sent 1:54 PM/17 Sept. 13
@Bryy41240 Almost every guy
dipping around campus #love
#southernstyle #wku #countryboys
— Sent 12:24 PM/17 Sept. 13
@_SamanthaBurns Everyone's
complaining about parking...
have y’all not tried to connect
to wifi on your phone? That’s
10 times worse!! #wku
— Sent 10:48 AM/17 Sept. 13

CARTOON STRIP

@PrinceHarris12 I can’t stand
seeing these people with UK
stuff on while on our campus.
Transfer schools if you wanna
where that , this is our house!!!
#WKU
— Sent 9:44 AM/17 Sept. 13
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SGA vote supports 24-hour dining option
BY KAELY HOLLOWAY
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM
After talking with representatives from Dining Services
on Tuesday night, the Student Government Association
unanimously approved a resolution in support of a 24-hour
on-campus dining option.
Gary Meszaros, assistant
vice president of Auxiliary Services, and Steve Hoyng, resident district manager at Aramark, spoke to SGA and other
students at an open forum to
discuss the challenges of creating this dining option.
A petition, started by Bowling Green sophomore Nick
Conrad, has been circulating
around campus and gaining
signatures requesting a 24hour dining option on campus, and as of Tuesday night,
the petition had 1,000 signatures.
This petition caught the attention of SGA senate members. At last week’s Tuesday
meeting, SGA senator Chris-

topher Costa, a Bowling Green
junior, announced that a resolution regarding the petition
would come before SGA at the
following meeting.
Meszaros and Hoyng conducted the open forum at the
beginning of the meeting, stating their stances on the petition and opening the floor to
any questions about the petition, or other dining questions.
Meszaros began by revealing confusions and concerns
Dining Services has had with
the petition.
“We’re even not sure what
you’d want for 24 hours,” he
said.
Meszaros recommended
Einstein’s and Subway as potential places to run for 24
hours. Fresh Food Company,
however, would be the most
expensive to run as there
would be more upkeep required to keep food fresh and
employees paid.
“Einstein’s might be a better fit for something like that
because it’s right next to your

24-hour study area,” Meszaros
said.
The suggestion, though
mostly accepted, was met with
some opposition, as Einstein’s
does not accept meal plans.
“I actually think that might
be a better idea, because of
it being in a building that is
open all the time,” Conrad
said. “The only thing I would
foresee is maybe adding a few
more things for meal plans in
Einstein’s.”
In response, Meszaros said
the decision to not include
meal plans as a payment option in Einstein’s was set when
the coffee shop was originally
opened. It was the desire of
Einstein’s to create the store
without a meal plan option to
attract customers using other
forms of payment.
“It’s been successful that
way,” Meszaros said.
But Meszaros suggested
potentially creating a set time
for meal plan usage if the coffee shop were to be open for 24
hours.

Students also pressed the
representatives about opening
restaurants earlier. However,
the duo shot that down, saying mornings are the slowest
times for restaurants.
The point was also made
that creating this 24-hour eating option would cause a price
increase that would spread out
across all on-campus restaurants.
Meszaros also said just because a restaurant runs for 24
hours, that does not mean it
is acceptable to drink or be
drunk on campus.
“So just to look out for yourselves, I don’t think you want to
be meeting Michael Crowe on
Monday morning after you’ve
had a little too much and got
in trouble at our 24-hour place
on campus,” Meszaros said.
“We do have cameras and
police and everything else,
so keep that in mind. The 24hour on-campus place might
not be the best place to be if
you’re in trouble.”
Both Meszaros and Hoyng

expressed interest in forming a
food committee with students
to discuss and form new ideas
for on-campus dining.
“It’ll be a nice little program,” Meszaros said.
Tiffanee Lang, president of
the Residence Hall Association, spoke on behalf of the association in support of the petition.
“The residence halls and
residents who live in them
have made a very strong voice
in speaking that they feel that
a 24-hour dining solution
would be the best solution, as
it would encourage community, study and also nutrition,”
Lang said.
Costa added a clause to the
resolution, stating that the
24-hour restaurant should accept meal plans. He supported
both the petition and the resolution.
“He’s got 1,000 signatures
on the petition and we represent the students, and we must
be a reflection of it as well,”
Costa said.
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Robert Lloyd, left, 22, high-fives Zane Day, 12, both of Bowling Green, on the way to the dugout of the Bowling Green Rangers after hitting the first home run of the game against the
Northern Kentucky Braves during the Special Olympics State Softball Tournament on Saturday, Sept. 14. RAE EMARY /HERALD

Special

SPIRIT
ABOVE LEFT: Shera Fisher,

of Louisville, cheers on
her son Steven Saches as
he plays for the Green Giants on Sunday, Sept. 15.
The Green Giants were defeated by the Russellville
Rampage 13-12. "I don't
care," Fisher said. "I'm such
a proud mama right now."
SHELBY MACK/HERALD
ABOVE RIGHT: A player on
the Bowling Green Rangers cheers for teammates
playing against the Louisville Wizards on Saturday,
Sept. 14. RAE EMARY/

HERALD

LEFT: A player of the Lou-

isville Wizards hugs his
coach after defeating the
Bowling Green Rangers on
Saturday, Sept. 14. These
teams represented only a
few of the 400 players in
the tournament. The Wizards went on to play in the
championship game Sunday. RAE EMARY/HERALD
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Sharing Pa's

STORY

‘Nontrads’
gain a
voice on
campus
BY MACKENZIE MATHEWS
LIFE@WKUHERALD.COM

Of the 21,100 students walking the
Hill, over 4,000 are nontraditional.
As of Tuesday, those students have a
club based specifically around their
needs.
Bowling Green senior William
Vest founded the Non-traditional
Student Alliance and said he created it to fill a void for a demographic on campus often forgotten about.
“I never felt like an outsider until I
came back to college,” Vest said.
That feeling is what inspired him
to get the club on its feet.
Vest said it’s meant to be a haven
for “nontrads” to meet people with
similar experiences and interests,
receive help on homework and
get involved on campus and in the
community.
“We are going to be a doing club,
not a do-nothing club,” he said.
According to WKU’s website, a
SEE STUDENTS PAGE B2

THE REEL

Ashlee Tilford, at her home in Bowling Green on Sept. 17, is the top participant in the Walk to End Alzheimer's. She has raised
more money than any other participant and is active in the fight against the disease. DEMETRIUS FREEMAN/HERALD

WKU employee fundraises for Alzheimer's cure
BY LAUREN LORANCE
LIFE@WKUHERALD.COM
She will always remember her
grandfather as a storyteller.
“He had so many stories. Some
of them were true, some of them
were not,” Ashlee Tilford said with
a chuckle.
Tilford, who graduated from WKU
in 2005 and now works as a buyer
for the school’s Department of
Purchasing, said her grandfather
would talk about the time during
World War II when he was serving
in the Army and received a letter
from his young wife.
In a stint of jealousy, she warned
him to be good after news of women hired to entertain the lonely soldiers surfaced in the United States.
The banter back and forth was hilarious, Tilford laughed, reminiscing about her grandparents.
But as Robert Beasley aged, it wasn’t
uncommon to hear the storyteller
share the same tales over and over,
played back like a broken record.
Now, Tilford’s passion is telling the
story of his struggle with Alzheimer’s disease.
“That’s a letter to (Rep.) Brett
Guthrie,” she said, reaching for a
paper on the edge of her desk. “He
actually responded,” she added
with a pleased grin.

Her letter, lengthened by pages of
pictures, serves as a small portrait
of Beasley’s fight, each photo of her
grandfather a link in the progression of his battle with Alzheimer’s
disease.
Tilford said she hopes the letter
and other efforts will help create a
congressional alliance in the fight
against a disease that is the sixth
leading cause of death in the United
States, according to the Alzheimer’s
Association.
In his response, Guthrie, a republican congressman representing
Bowling Green, said H.R. 1507 is a
bill that “seeks to better define the
comprehensive diagnosis and services for Alzheimer’s disease.”
Tilford said Guthrie later promised to give her letter consideration,
should the bill go before the House.
“It’s supposed to change doctor
awareness of the disease,” Tilford
said. “It’s supposed to put it sort
of on the charts as something to
be diagnosed, which should then
change the way that doctors treat
the disease and how educated they
are about it.”
The disease is under-diagnosed
and therefore, under-treated, Tilford said. But she’s optimistic that
H.R. 1507 and other Alzheimer’s
legislation will help clear up some
of the confusion about the disease,

so people can learn more about it
and patients can get better, specialized care.
For Beasley, who showed signs
of Alzheimer’s disease for 10 years,
the memory loss was just a factor in getting old, Tilford said. He
was moved to a veterans’ facility
in Madisonville, about two hours
away from his home in Leitchfield
where he quickly deteriorated.
“It was very stressful, very sad,”
Tilford said. “But it was expected.”
Beasley’s story echoes those of
more than five million Americans
living with Alzheimer’s disease, with
symptoms of mild confusion mutating into complete non-recognition and paranoia, according to the
Alzheimer’s Association website.
“There came a point where he
would start calling you the wrong
name and then he would realize
that he had done it and he would
feel very bad,” Tilford said. “You
could see that there was moments
of clarity amidst the moments of
confusion.”
Tilford witnessed firsthand what
devastating effects the disease has
not only on its victims but their
families as well, who wait by bedsides, holding hands, looking for
any spark of memory behind the
eyes of a loved one who no longer
SEE TILFORD PAGE B3

Fall brings
the Oscar
bait

BY BEN CONNIFF
OPINION@WKUHERALD.COM

To contrast the bloated bombast
of the summer season, fall is the
time when movie studios bring
their “Oscar bait” into theaters.
Here are seven of my top picks that
shouldn't be missed this year.
“Gravity"
From director Alfonso Cuarón
(“Children of Men”) comes this
highly-anticipated adventure, featuring Sandra Bullock and George
Clooney as astronauts struggling
for survival after an accident leaves
them adrift in outer space. Buzz
from last week’s screenings at the
Toronto International Film Festival
have “Gravity” slated as an early Oscar favorite, and one that critics are
touting as a landmark in 3-D visual
effects technology. “Titanic” director James Cameron recently told
Variety that it’s “the best space film
ever done.”
SEE REEL PAGE B2

Festival promotes Hispanic culture
BY MICHAEL SQUIRE
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM
The Hispanic Heritage Festival made its debut Tuesday
behind Van Meter Hall as
part of the year's first Cultural
Enhancement Series event,
hosting a variety of Hispanic
organizations, music and expressions of culture.
Hosted by Hispanic Organization for Latin American
Students, and Hispanic Organization for the Promotion of
Education, the groups sought
to promote cultural awareness
about Hispanics on WKU's
campus and in the local community.
The Los Angeles based, urban-Latino band, Ozomatli,

performed a free show for the
attendees in Van Meter later
that night.
Nashville sophomore Jonny
Garcia, president of HOLAS,
said it was the group's first
time holding an event like the
Hispanic Heritage Festival.
“We’re really here to have fun
and show other people that
we’re very proud of our culture,” Garcia said. "We want to
show it off.”
Simon Funge, committee chair for the Cultural Enhancement Series, helped to
bring together a subcommittee consisting of student and
faculty leaders from the Hispanic community both on and
off campus to discuss how to
create leverage for Ozomatli to

come to campus.
The subcommittee suggested holding the Hispanic
Heritage Festival before the
performance in hopes to influence prospective Hispanic
students to make WKU their
college choice, spread awareness of the Hispanic presence
on campus and to let people
have some fun, relax and learn
some culture, Funge said.
“WKU wants to grow the
population of Hispanics,”
Funge said. “The entire Hispanic population on campus
only makes up about two percent of the student body.”
Tours were given to prospective Hispanic students as well
as their families a half-hour
SEE FESTIVAL PAGE B2

Ozomatli band members Ulises Bella, left, and Justin Poree play at
Van Meter Hall on Tuesday night. The seven-member band from
Los Angeles plays Latin, hip hop and rock music. TYLER ESSARY/
HERALD
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Frozen yogurt rounds out campus dining options
BY JACKSON FRENCH
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

Students looking for a snack
on campus now have frozen
yogurt as an option thanks to
the recent opening of YoBlendz
in the Downing Student Union.
Steve Hoyng, resident district manager for Aramark,
said the frozen yogurt shop,
located next to Fresh Food
Company in DSU, opened
last Monday.
He said the YoBlendz and
JuiceBlendz locations on
campus are franchises WKU
bought from a parent company based in Florida.
Hoyng said their presence on
campus brings more variety to
WKU’s dining options.
“It provides a different option for the students, and we
try to provide as many options

Corbin freshman Megan Cole and Louisville sophomore Kelsey Dudding sample flavors of frozen yogurt at the new YoBlendz location at
the Downing Student Union on Tuesday. SHELBY MACK/HERALD
as we can,” he said.
Gary Meszaros, Auxiliary
Services director, said Juice-

REEL

CONTINUED FROM LIFE

ever done.” In theaters Oct. 4.
“12 Years a Slave”
“Hunger” director Steve McQueen
brings to life the incredible true story of
Solomon Northup (Chiwetel Ejiofor), a
free man who is abducted and sold into
slavery in the pre-Civil War era. Ejiofor
is already being lauded as this year’s
Oscar favorite for Best Actor. He leads
a fine ensemble cast consisting of Brad
Pitt, Benedict Cumberbatch, Michael
Fassbender, Alfre Woodard and Paul
Giamatti. In theaters Oct.18.
“The Counselor”
Ridley Scott (“Gladiator”) directs an
original screenplay from Cormac McCarthy, author of “The Road” and “No
Country for Old Men.” It tells the story
of a corrupt lawyer (Michael Fassbender) who finds himself in over his head
when he gets involved in drug trafficking. McCarthy’s screenplay should be
a heavy contender come Oscar time.
“The Counselor” also stars Brad Pitt, Ja-

STUDENTS

CONTINUED FROM LIFE

nontraditional student is an undergraduate who is twenty five years or older.
The organization will be a community of nontraditional students creating
a more traditional college experience
with various activities already in the
making, Vest said. Nontrads expressed
a desire for study groups, movie nights
and involvement in intramural groups.
Members may not be the only ones
benefitting from the club’s activities, as
off- and on-campus philanthropy is a
top priority on their agenda.
Some of the ideas for charity opportunities include assisting the unemployed in finding a job, volunteering
at Potter’s Children Home and helping
traditional students work through realworld issues that they are experiencing
for the first time.
Their experience and wisdom is
something that they not only plan to
use to support each other, but also the
campus and community.
However, Vest said the organization
has a different definition.
“Age isn’t everything,” he said. “It’s not
what defines a nontraditional student.”

FESTIVAL

CONTINUED FROM LIFE
before the festival. Spanish speaking
tour guides from the modern language
department were there to better provide
for non-English speaking participants.
Deejays from D93/WKCT, who host
Bowling Green’s only Spanish-language
program, La Nuestra, played music at
the festival.
HOLAS and HOPE also held fundraisers during the festival for their organizations by selling baked goods.

Blendz, located in the PearceFord Tower Food Court, helps
to provide a healthier dining

vier Bardem, Penélope Cruz and Cameron Diaz. In theaters Oct. 25.
“The Wolf of Wall Street”
In the 1990s, Jordan Belfort (Leonardo DiCaprio) was a stockbroker who
hoodwinked his way to the top, only
to come tumbling down toward the
end of the decade. Director Martin
Scorsese brings Belfort’s true story to
the big screen this fall. DiCaprio plays
a role reminiscent of his recent turn as
Jay Gatsby in what looks to be a sure
Oscar vehicle for him. Matthew McConaughey, Jonah Hill, Margot Robbie
and “The Artist”’s Jean Dujardin round
out the cast. In theaters Nov. 15.
“The Hunger Games: Catching Fire”
The most highly-anticipated release
of the fall picks up immediately after
the first “Hunger Games,” in which
Katniss Everdeen’s and Peeta Mellark’s
victories spawn a rebellion against the
fascist Capitol. The original cast, including recent Oscar winner Jennifer
Lawrence, returns along with Best Actor winner Philip Seymour Hoffman,
among other new faces. In theaters on

Instead, he defined a “nontrad” as
someone with a child or a full-time job.
Vest said the organization will not
have any dues, a required GPA or course
load requirements for membership.
“The way our organization is going to
work is going to be very nontraditional,” Vest said.
John Hart, Interim Director of Adult
Learner Services, explained that a
spring survey revealed that nontraditional students wanted a way to meet
other students like themselves, but they
could not find the time or the resources
because of priorities outside of school.
The Alliance not only gives social opportunities but aids students in making connections with school and the community.
Alvaton sophomore Amy Gibson said
she needed to build a larger resume
that could compete against those of
younger professionals. She said she believes the Alliance is well prepared to
help her in that endeavor.
“As a non-traditional (sic) adult learner, it is much harder to make connections on campus that I think most students take for granted,” Gibson said
in an email. “Hopefully, between the
members of the NTSA and the activities
therein, it will open those doors.”

HOPE provides support to Bowling
Green’s Hispanic community through
scholarships to WKU and Southcentral
Kentucky Community and Technical
College.
According to the HOLAS Facebook
page, the group strives to address social,
political, academic, cultural and educational strengths and concerns of the
Latin American community on campus.
“The Latin American culture with
our community is growing here in
Bowling Green as well as at Western,”
Garcia said. “And we want to make our
presence known and make a difference through events like this.”

option on campus.
“It’s perceived as a little
healthier,” he said. “They try
to do a lot of fresh ingredients
and things like that.
“YoBlendz is like Stakz or
that Sweet Cece’s. It’s the
trend now of the yogurt
desserts with your own toppings.”
Meszaros said JuiceBlendz
and YoBlendz are part of the
“total package of all our different choices that we have to offer on campus.”
YoBlendz was originally
scheduled to be open by the
beginning of classes, but
construction delays put its
opening behind schedule,
Hoyng said.
He said many of YoBlendz’s
features, such as the counter,
had to be custom-built, which
led to delays.

Nov. 22.
“Frozen”
The next big adventure from Disney sees a young girl teaming up with a
friend in order to save her sister whose
ice-cold powers have locked the kingdom in eternal winter. With the creative
minds behind “Tangled” and “Wreck-it
Ralph” at the helm, hilarity is bound
to ensue in this sure contender for the
Best Animated Feature Oscar. Kristen
Bell, Idina Menzel and Jonathan Groff
lend their voices. In theaters Nov. 27.
“Get a Horse!”
An all-new Mickey Mouse short

“When you custom make
something in construction,
it takes awhile, and YoBlendz had special colors and
special things they wanted,” Hoyng said.
Though they are already
open for business, Meszaros
said JuiceBlendz and YoBlendz will be having a
grand opening at the end of
the week at Parent and Family Weekend.
Hoyng said the grand
opening will feature a YoBlendz/JuiceBlendz
truck
used to pass out free smaples.
Adam Ogden, CEO of YoBlendz and JuiceBlendz,
will be visiting the university on Friday to speak in
the DSU auditorium about
his journey as an entrepreneur.

titled “Get a Horse!” will play before
“Frozen.” You won’t want to miss this
because it’s the first feature to use a
state-of-the-art animation technique.
The creators were able to combine
hand-drawn, two-dimensional imagery with slick, 3-D computer animation that’s made to look like one
of Mickey’s original adventures, circa
1928’s “Steamboat Willie.” At the time,
Walt Disney himself was the voice of
Mickey, so with a little bit of Disney
magic, the animators were able to render Walt’s voice for use in this new cartoon. In theaters Nov. 27.
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2013 Emmys could be
a night of surprises
BY RYAN PAIT
OPINION@WKUHERALD.COM

Bad” finally taking home the Best Drama Series award this year.

I’ve said it before, and I’ll probably
say it until I die: awards season in Hollywood is my sports season.
The Emmys take place this Sunday,
and I’m beyond excited.
While the results are always interesting, here are a few things to watch for
during this Sunday’s ceremony.

Kerry Washington could upset Claire
Danes for Best Drama Actress — and
make history
Danes’s portrayal of bipolar CIA
agent Carrie Mathison is, without a
doubt, one of the strongest elements of
“Homeland.”
Even when the show gets bogged
down in its own craziness, Danes rises
above.
Danes also won this award last year,
giving her a leg up for this year.
But first-time nominee Kerry Washington could shake things up.
Washington is nominated for the primetime soap “Scandal,” and many experts are predicting that she’s Danes’
biggest competition.
If Washington wins, she’ll also make
Emmy history: she’ll be the first African-American woman to win in this
category.

“Modern Family” may get shut out
“Modern Family” has won the Best
Comedy Series award three years in a
row.
It’s deserved the honor maybe two of
those times, and it definitely doesn’t deserve it this year.
Critical reaction to the show’s most
recent season indicates fatigue, which I
wholeheartedly agree with.
So what could take the top prize?
“Girls,” “Louie” and “Veep” are buzzy,
but they could end up splitting votes.
“The Big Bang Theory” is too broad
and not taken seriously enough to win.
If “Modern Family” doesn’t scoop it,
my money’s on “30 Rock,” a previous winner that ended its final
season on a creative and comedic high note.

“Behind the Candelabra” will scoop
even more awards
HBO’s buzzy Liberace drama
had a terrific showing at the
Creative Arts Emmys ceremony: it picked up seven technical
awards.
Julie Bowen and Jane Krakowski
And it’ll ride that high into Sunday’s awards ceremony.
go head-to-head for Comedy
“Behind the Candelabra” will
Supporting Actress
win for Outstanding Miniseries
Julie Bowen has won in this catPait
egory for two years running for TV Columnist or Movie, and either Michael
Douglas or Matt Damon will win
“Modern Family.”
I won’t deny that Bowen is usually for Lead Actor in a Miniseries or Movie.
I’d be willing to bet one of Liberace’s
one of the funniest parts of the uneven
mess that “Modern Family” has turned famous sequined get-ups on it.
into recently.
Elisabeth Moss faces the veterans for
But Bowen faces stiff competition this
Lead Actress in a Miniseries or Movie
year from Jane Krakowski of “30 Rock.”
This is a pretty stacked category this
Krakowski’s been nominated in the
past for her role as the crazed Jenna year, with big stars like Jessica Lange,
Maroney, and her performance in the Helen Mirren and Sigourney Weaver
show’s final season may just earn her scoring nominations.
But they may just lose out to Elisathe award this year.
An upset by Krakowski would defi- beth Moss for her mold-breaking pernitely be more interesting than Bowen formance in “Top of the Lake.”
Moss’s strongest competitor is Lange,
winning again.
who is nominated for “American Horror Story: Asylum.” Lange took home
“Breaking Bad” will win Best Drama
And why shouldn’t it? “Breaking Bad” the award last year.
But if anyone can pull off the upset,
is one of the best shows on television
right now, and it’s probably one of the it's Moss.
The 65th annual Primetime Emmy
best ever.
Awards will air Sept. 22 at 7p.m. on
That’s no exaggeration.
The show has insurmountable buzz CBS. Check back on Tuesday to see my
right now, and the timing also feels thoughts on Sunday’s results.
right. “Breaking Bad” is in its final
stretch of episodes and is at a creative
For more on Ryan's take on miniseries
high point.
nominations, go to wkuherald.com
All of this could amount to “Breaking

TILFORD

CONTINUED FROM LIFE
“I think it brings the best and the worst
out of everybody,” Tilford said. “Same
thing with my Grandma. We saw her in
a state that we had not seen her in. Your
grandparents and your parents…you
put them up on this pedestal as almost
being nonhuman and then you realize
they have feelings and emotions. For
them, it was a very tense time.”
Watching Beasley’s day-by-day regression inspired Tilford to get involved
with the Alzheimer’s Association in
2009. And the loss of her grandfather in
2012 did not dampen her hopes for the
future of Alzheimer’s research.
For the fourth year in a row, Tilford will
participate in the Walk to End Alzheimer’s.
She’ll be walking for Pa.
The walk is on Saturday and starts at
10 a.m., with registration at 9 a.m.
Tilford is currently the top participant in
Bowling Green’s 2013 walk, raising $1,030
— more than any other registered walker.
“It’s always a great feeling,” Tilford
said of raising money for the organization. “I believe pretty strongly in how
the Alzheimer’s Association allocates
their funds. They are not just a fundraising organization. They provide services and support to people that need
care and family members as well.”
Walk coordinator Elizabeth Betts, of
the Greater Kentucky and Southern Indiana Chapter of the Alzheimer’s Association, said Tilford’s accomplishments
are inspiring.
“Having individual fundraisers like
Ashlee work so hard to raise those
funds just makes it so wonderful to see
the passion and the drive of those people in making a difference in the world
that we live in, and their funds directly
impact the services that we can provide,” Betts said.
Tilford’s story shows just how influential one person can be.
“It’s also so important to other people
in the community, every other participant, to see the power of one person —
the impact that one person can have on
a huge cause,” Betts said.
Tilford has also made an effort to get

her family of coworkers involved.
“This is my first year as a team captain, so I recruited several of my friends
and co-workers in this building to sign
up even if they weren’t going to raise a
penny,” Tilford said. “I just was hoping
to kind of plant the seed a little bit, get
them to come to the walk and see what
a great event it is.”
Jenny Castaldo, Tilford’s co-worker
and friend, became inspired to walk by
her Pa’s story and Tilford’s passion for
Alzheimer’s awareness. Castaldo said
she gained a grandfather in Beasley regardless of never meeting the man.
“She would always show me pictures
and give me an update on how he was
doing, and it was almost like he was my
grandfather, too,” Castaldo said. “I got to
be a part of it even though I didn’t know
him, and so when she started getting involved with Alzheimer’s, then I did, too.”
Castaldo says Tilford’s success with
the walk doesn’t surprise her.
“When she gets into something like
that, she puts her all into it,” Castaldo
said. “It’s something very close to her
heart and something that means a lot
to her, and she’s worked very hard to
raise the money and to make more
people aware of that.”
Tilford said she remains realistic, noting that a cure won’t be found overnight. But with increased consciousness of the disease, she hopes to see
more empathy for its often misunderstood victims.
“I would like to see support and care
advanced,” Tilford said. “There needs
to be more understanding of the disease and what it means and what these
people are going through — more support for them. Sometimes, they just sort
of get written off.”
Raising money and awareness in her
grandfather’s memory, Tilford is hopeful.
“Somebody like him, he put himself
out there at such a young age, and he
fought for our country, and he did a
lot of things that he risked his life and
changed his entire life to do,” Tilford
said.
“So now we’re here, and I feel like I’m
fighting for him, even though he’s gone,
to help other people maybe eventually
not have to go through that.”
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VOLLEYBALL

Unranked WKU heads to Dayton for Flyer Classic
BY AUSTIN LANTER
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM
The Lady Toppers will be
back on the road this weekend
as they travel to Dayton, Ohio
for the Flyer Classic.
The tournament will be
the fourth of the season for
the Lady Toppers as they hold
a 5-4 record in those tournaments after going 2-1 in their
own tournament this past
weekend.
This weekend will also mark
the first time that WKU (7-4)
has not played a team in or
receiving votes for the American Volleyball Coaches Association top 25 poll. So far, the
Lady Toppers are 1-4 against
those teams with the lone
win coming at No. 21 Purdue,
which was No. 16 at the time,
in the Mortar Board Premier in
Lafayette, Ind.

SOCCER

CONTINUED FROM SPORTS
she caught the eye of Detroit
Mercy women’s soccer coach
Mike Lupenec.
“Their coach, Mike Lupenec, had heard about me,”
Abolins said. “He came to see
me, and initially it was the
right place at the right time.”
Her career at the school
didn’t last for long, though.
“They had what I was looking for initially, but academically it didn’t really pan out,”
Abolins said. “I ultimately

MOKONE

CONTINUED FROM SPORTS

Mokone gained valuable
experience throughout his
career by running with accomplished runners such
as Joseph Chebet and Deus
Rwaheru — both All-Sun Belt
performers during their time
on the Hill. Coach Erik Jenkins
said he thinks that experience
has helped his development.
“David’s a guy that has had

FOOTBALL

CONTINUED FROM FRONT

Brohm said. “We’ve got to be
able to run the ball at quarterback when things aren’t open,
when the play breaks down,
and we’ve got to run and get
yards. Then, obviously, we

Until this week, WKU was
also ranked in the AVCA top
25. In fact, this week marks
the first time in 14 weeks that
coach Travis Hudson’s squad
has not been featured in the
poll, despite going 3-1 last
week.
“I think it’s about right,”
Hudson said. “We’re about
29th this week, I think. It is
what it is.
“I’m not too worried one
way or the other. I think
we’re ranked about where we
should be based on what we’ve
done...I think it’s fair. We’re
way more concerned with
where we are at the end of the
year than where we are right
now. We understand playing a
schedule like this is not necessarily in our best interests in
terms of wins-losses.”
For senior defensive specialist Ashley Potts, she said it’s

about where the team wants to
be.
“Of course we want to be
in the top 25, but at the same
time we feel like it wasn’t
much of a distraction, but it
was in the back of our minds
all the time,” she said. “Now
that we’re not in the top 25 but
still receiving votes, that just
makes us lock in and want to
break into the top 25 again.”
In the Flyer Classic this
weekend, WKU will be squaring off against host Dayton as
well as Western Michigan and
Wright State.
The Lady Toppers played
Dayton (4-5) in last years
WKU Invitational and beat
the Flyers 3-1, who at the
time was ranked No. 10 in
the nation. As for Western
Michigan (6-4) and Wright
State (5-8), the team has losing records against those two,

losing the only match they’ve
played against WMU and losing four of five against Wright
State.
“We’re going to expect competitive matches,” sophomore
outside hitter Rachel Engle
said. “We know that they’re going to want a piece of us. We
just have to come in there and
bring our A-game and do what
we can to pull it out.”
Dayton, like WKU, was in
the preseason AVCA top 25 poll
and has since fallen out, but
Hudson said they are a very
good program. As for Western Michigan, he said they are
perennially a very good team
and will be comparable to the
teams WKU faced in the tournament this past weekend.
Wright State, he added, has
struggled over the past few
years and he expects his team
to be favored, but “you never

know till you line up.”
Hudson, Potts and Engle
all said that heading into the
weekend, the team will need
to focus on doing all the little
things well.
“We’ve got to get better at
just taking care of the ball,
handling the ball,” Hudson
said. “First contact, passing,
serving — we need to do those
things better. It’s kind of an interesting team I’m coaching
right now. We’re taking care of
the big things...the little things
that very often keep you from
playing at your highest level
are the things we aren’t doing
well.”
WKU will face the host team
first, Friday at 6 p.m. The next
day at 10 a.m., the Lady Toppers will play Western Michigan and cap off the tournament at 4 p.m. against Wright
State.

want to become a physical
therapist. In Detroit, I was a
pre-med biology major, but
they didn’t offer all the courses
needed to go into grad school.”
By the time her junior year
rolled around, she began to
look at places that would give
what she describes as “the
best of both worlds.” She was
looking for somewhere that
she could both compete at
the highest possible level her
senior season while also finding somewhere that fit her
academic needs.
WKU fit the bill.
“Once I learned about

WKU and their history, their
record, met the coaches and
the girls, I knew this was
where I wanted to be,” Abolins said. “But it wasn’t until
my visit when I was absolutely sold just by the atmosphere
and the pride in the school
itself.”
Since her arrival at WKU
this past December, the WKU
defense has only allowed seven goals and posted two shutouts against two shutouts
against Rice and Tennessee.
Abolins has posted a total of
26 shutouts in her collegiate
career.

The Lady Toppers have just
one more weekend before entering conference play. They
will take on Belmont this
Friday in Nashville and Lipscomb this Sunday at home
before embarking on their
eight-game conference slate.
Coach Jason Neidell said
he is happy with what he has
been seeing defensively out
of Abolins and the back line of
the Lady Toppers, citing last
Sunday’s game against Tennessee as an example.
“It’s not just to play a good
team on their home field, but
we didn’t get the kind of re-

sults that we wanted on Friday,” Neidell said of WKU’s
first game that weekend
against Western Carolina.
“But our kids really bounced
back with a terrific day (Sunday).”
With the defense performing so well, Neidell said adjustments need to be made
on the offensive side in their
last two non-conference
games this weekend against
Belmont and Lipscomb.
“That’s the final piece of
the puzzle,” the coach said.
“We have to work on the attacking side of the ball.”

the luxury of running and
training with great guys, and
he’s learned from them,” Jenkins said.
Over the years, Jenkins said
Mokone has worked on elevating both his physical and
mental game. His versatility is
what really sets him apart from
other runners.
“He can be an NCAA
400-meter dash champion, or
he can be an NCAA 10,000-meter champion in cross country,” Jenkins said. “He’s got a

versatile skill set.”
Assistant cross country
coach Curtiss Long said Mokone’s versatility is his biggest
strength.
“Cross country is his third
sport. Obviously he was an AllAmerican in both indoors and
outdoors (track and field),”
Long said. “You don’t find
many people who can run a
leg on your four-by-four and
then also compete at the national level at 10,000 meters.”
With such a young team

this season, Jenkins looks to
Mokone to be a leader. The
soft-spoken junior said he prefers to lead his teammates by
example rather than vocally.
He leads in the way he approaches challenges — by
having confidence in what he’s
doing, and the younger guys
follow along, the coach said.
“I’m not a vocal leader at all.
I tend to keep to myself,” Mokone said.
Jenkins knows Mokone can
succeed even more than he al-

ready has, but he has to follow
a few words of advice.
“Race hard, stay hungry and
stay humble, and he will be
successful,” said Jenkins. “He’ll
be a good one.”
Mokone said he has lofty
goals for this cross country and
track and field seasons.
“My goal for this year is
to run to the best of my ability and make it to nationals,”
said Mokone. “I know that is
a gigantic goal, but I’ve been
working hard to achieve it.”

have to take care of the ball.
The turnovers have killed us,
and you’re not going to win
games when you turn the ball
over like that.”
Turnovers are definitely an
issue WKU would like to see
fade away. The Toppers are
currently last in the NCAA D-I
when ranking turnover margin

(-9). Junior quarterback Brandon Doughty also currently
leads all passers in the country
with eight interceptions.
These offensive woes represent areas the Toppers want
to fix immediately. The team’s
attitude moving forward is
positive, according to redshirt
senior offensive guard Luis Po-

lanco.
“Our attitude is to become
tighter,” Polanco said. “Stick
together as a team and keep
growing and learn from our
mistakes. One of the things
that we talked ‘bout is to get
back to the basics and just do
what we do, get better, improve and just win.”

Higbee said he admits that
the offense isn’t as cohesive as
they would like, but said once
it does stick, the product will
be one fans can be proud to
watch.
“We have a lot to work
on,” Higbee said. “But once it
comes together, it’s going to be
nice.”
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Toppers
look for
offensive
turnaround
BY ELLIOTT PRATT
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM

When WKU scheduled Morgan
State to open the 2013 season at
Smith Stadium, it’s fair to say the
Toppers wanted to be in a better
position than where they currently
find themselves.
Instead, WKU currently sits at
1-2 and 0-1 in the Sun Belt Conference heading into its only contest with a team from the Football
Championship Series in Morgan
State Saturday at 6 p.m.
Morgan State is having its fair
share of struggles, as well. The Bears
will come to Bowling Green 0-3,
with losses to Army, Robert Morris, and Liberty so far this year. The
Bears have lost by an average of 20
points per game and have allowed
their opposition to score an average
32 points per contest.
The picture sets up nicely for
WKU, but players like redshirt
sophomore tight
Next game
end Tyler HigSeptember 21
bee understand
WKU vs.
the team is no
Morgan State
where
near
at Smith Stadium
the point they
6 p.m.
would like to be.
Higbee said
the passing game is still struggling
to find its identity.
“I think we have a lot to work
on,” Higbee said. “Obviously, we’re
1-2 — we’re not where we want to
be. Everybody’s out there working
though, and we’re coming from a
new offense so we’re still trying to
learn some of the offense. Some
people still don’t have it all together,
and unless you have all 11 players
doing their job, an offense isn’t an
offense and where you need it to
be.”
Three games into the season,
WKU has out-performed its opponent’s offense. Overall, the Toppers
have out passed their three opponents 775-to-615 and offensive
yards per game 435.7-to-405.
Even if the numbers set up well
for WKU, no one is taking Morgan
State lightly. According to offensive
coordinator Jeff Brohm, the team
has to do a better job of taking opportunities when presented.
“Really, the key is we have to
make plays when they’re there,”
SEE FOOTBALL PAGE B4

WKU goalkeeper Nora Abolins leaps to punch the ball away from Memphis players' near the goal during WKU's 1-0 loss to Memphis at the WKU Soccer Complex on Sunday, Sept. 8. DANNY GUY/HERALD

Transfer brings experience to Lady Toppers
BY JONAH PHILLIPS
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM
On a team with so many
new faces, senior goalkeeper
Nora Abolins brings something to the table that the 11
other newcomers do not — a
successful collegiate career.
The transfer student spent
three years at the University of
Detroit Mercy before joining
the Lady Toppers coming off
a 2012 Horizon League Goalkeeper of the Year season.
But her journey to the Hill
was much farther than a drive
from Detroit to Bowling Green.
Abolins hails from Demorestville, Ontario, a city roughly

Quick Stats

Nora Abolins #1

2012 Horizon League
Goalkeeper of the Year
Stats at Detroit-Mercy in 2012

9 shutouts
60 saves
0.55 GAA
.870 save %
26 career wins
130 miles northeast of Toronto,
and this is where her love for
soccer was found.
“Soccer has always been

my number one sport — it was
my passion from the start,”
Abolins said. “But I didn’t start
playing it competitively. I grew
up in a very small, rural area
in Canada, so there wasn’t too
much of an opportunity.”
It wasn’t until high school
that Abolins really made the
commitment to develop herself as an athlete. In her time at
Centennial Secondary School,
Abolins lettered in volleyball,
track and field, rugby and badminton — all while she played
club soccer for the Toronto Jr.
Lady Lynx and the Kingston
Football Club.
During her time in Toronto,
SEE SOCCER PAGE B4

CROSS COUNTRY

Mokone leading Topper runners this season
BY ANDREW WEIGEL
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM
Success is something that
has come to be expected from
David Mokone. The junior
cross country, indoor and outdoor track and field runner has
had a lot of success since he
got to WKU.
Mokone is from Bultfontein, South Africa, a small town
in the central part of the country. He grew up running track
and field and came to WKU in
the spring of 2011.
In his first year on the
Hill, Mokone only ran indoor and outdoor track as a
long-distance runner. He did

well enough to qualify for the
NCAA East Prelims in outdoor
track and field, and had three
All-Sun Belt Conference performances at the league championships.
In the 2011-12 season, Mokone began running cross
country as well. He finished
in the top 10 in three of five
meets and earned Sun Belt
Freshman of the Year honors.
He finished No. 4 at the Sun
Belt Conference Championships and was named to the
All-Sun Belt Conference team.
He also broke the WKU indoor
800-meter record at the SPIRE
Invitational, a record that had
stood since 1989.

Sign up
TODAY!

In his second season on the
cross country team, Mokone
recorded two top-10 finishes
in six meets and was the Toppers’ second finisher in every
race. He also received secondteam All-America honors in
both indoor and outdoor track
and field for his performances
at the NCAA Track and Field
Championships.
Mokone said his proudest
cross country achievement
was placing No. 7 in the Greater Louisville Classic in 2011.
“Greater Louisville is one of
the most prestigious races in
the country,” said Mokone. “I
was very proud of that."
SEE MOKONE PAGE B4

Junior David Mokone
runs in the
2012 Sun Belt
Cross Country
Championship
at Kereiakes
Park on Oct.
27, 2012. JEFF
BROWN/HERALD
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